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alternative approaches. Requiring
agencies should apply specifications,
standards, and related documents ini-
tially for guidance only, making final
decisions on the application and tai-
loring of these documents as a product
of the design and development process.
Requiring agencies should not dictate
detailed design solutions prematurely
(see 7.101 and 7.105(a)(8)).

(d) The Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act of 1976 (42 U.S.C. 6901, et
seq.), Executive Order 12902 of March 8,
1994, Energy Efficiency and Water Con-
servation at Federal Facilities, and Ex-
ecutive Order 13101 of September 14,
1998, Greening the Government through
Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Fed-
eral Acquisition, establish require-
ments for the procurement of products
containing recovered materials, and
environmentally preferable and en-
ergy-efficient products and services.
Executive agencies must consider use
of recovered materials, environ-
mentally preferable purchasing criteria
developed by the EPA, and environ-
mental objectives (see 23.703(b)) when—

(1) Developing, reviewing, or revising
Federal and military specifications,
product descriptions (including com-
mercial item descriptions), and stand-
ards;

(2) Describing Government require-
ments for supplies and services; and

(3) Developing source selection fac-
tors.

(e) Some or all of the performance
levels or performance specifications in
a solicitation may be identified as tar-
gets rather than as fixed or minimum
requirements.

(f) In accordance with Section 508 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.S.C. 794d), requiring activities must
prepare requirements documents for
electronic and information technology
that comply with the applicable acces-
sibility standards issued by the Archi-
tectural and Transportation Barriers
Compliance Board at 36 CFR part 1194
(see subpart 39.2).

[60 FR 48238, Sept. 18, 1995, as amended at 61
FR 39192, July 26, 1996; 62 FR 263, Jan. 2, 1997;
62 FR 44810, Aug. 22, 1997; 62 FR 51230, Sept.
30, 1997; 65 FR 36017, June 6, 2000; 66 FR 20897,
Apr. 25, 2001]

Subpart 11.1—Selecting and De-
veloping Requirements Docu-
ments

11.101 Order of precedence for re-
quirements documents.

(a) Agencies may select from existing
requirements documents, modify or
combine existing requirements docu-
ments, or create new requirements doc-
uments to meet agency needs, con-
sistent with the following order of
precedence:

(1) Documents mandated for use by
law.

(2) Performance-oriented documents.
(3) Detailed design-oriented docu-

ments.
(4) Standards, specifications and re-

lated publications issued by the Gov-
ernment outside the Defense or Federal
series for the non-repetitive acquisi-
tion of items.

(b) Agencies should prepare product
descriptions to achieve maximum prac-
ticable use of recovered material, other
materials that are environmentally
preferable, and products that are en-
ergy-efficient (see subparts 23.4 and
23.7).

(c) In accordance with OMB Circular
A–119, ‘‘Federal Participation in the
Development and Use of Voluntary
Consensus Standards and in Con-
formity Assessment Activities,‘‘ agen-
cies must use voluntary consensus
standards, when they exist, in lieu of
Government-unique standards, except
where inconsistent with law or other-
wise impractical. The private sector
manages and administers voluntary
consensus standards. Such standards
are not mandated by law (e.g., industry
standards such as ISO 9000).

[60 FR 48238, Sept. 18, 1995, as amended at 62
FR 44810, Aug. 22, 1997; 64 FR 51834, Sept. 24,
1999]

11.102 Standardization program.
Agencies shall select existing re-

quirements documents or develop new
requirements documents that meet the
needs of the agency in accordance with
the guidance contained in the Federal
Standardization Manual, FSPM–0001,
and, for DoD components, DoD 4120.3–
M, Defense Standardization Program
Policies and Procedures. The Federal
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Standardization Manual may be ob-
tained from the General Services Ad-
ministration (see address in
11.201(d)(1)). DoD 4120.3–M may be ob-
tained from DoD (see address in
11.201(d)(2)).

[63 FR 34062, June 22, 1998]

11.103 Market acceptance.
(a) Section 8002(c) of Pub. L. 103–355

provides that, in accordance with agen-
cy procedures, the head of an agency
may, under appropriate circumstances,
require offerors to demonstrate that
the items offered—

(1) Have either—
(i) Achieved commercial market ac-

ceptance; or
(ii) Been satisfactorily supplied to an

agency under current or recent con-
tracts for the same or similar require-
ments; and

(2) Otherwise meet the item descrip-
tion, specifications, or other criteria
prescribed in the public notice and so-
licitation.

(b) Appropriate circumstances may,
for example, include situations where
the agency’s minimum need is for an
item that has a demonstrated reli-
ability, performance or product sup-
port record in a specified environment.
Use of market acceptance is inappro-
priate when new or evolving items may
meet the agency’s needs.

(c) In developing criteria for dem-
onstrating that an item has achieved
commercial market acceptance, the
contracting officer shall ensure the cri-
teria in the solicitation—

(1) Reflect the minimum need of the
agency and are reasonably related to
the demonstration of an item’s accept-
ability to meet the agency’s minimum
need;

(2) Relate to an item’s performance
and intended use, not an offeror’s capa-
bility;

(3) Are supported by market re-
search;

(4) Include consideration of items
supplied satisfactorily under recent or
current Government contracts, for the
same or similar items; and

(5) Consider the entire relevant com-
mercial market, including small busi-
ness concerns.

(d) Commercial market acceptance
shall not be used as a sole criterion to

evaluate whether an item meets the
Government’s requirements.

(e) When commercial market accept-
ance is used, the contracting officer
shall document the file to—

(1) Describe the circumstances justi-
fying the use of commercial market ac-
ceptance criteria; and

(2) Support the specific criteria being
used.

11.104 Use of brand name or equal
purchase descriptions.

(a) While the use of performance
specifications is preferred to encourage
offerors to propose innovative solu-
tions, the use of brand name or equal
purchase descriptions may be advan-
tageous under certain circumstances.

(b) Brand name or equal purchase de-
scriptions must include, in addition to
the brand name, a general description
of those salient physical, functional, or
performance characteristics of the
brand name item that an ‘‘equal’’ item
must meet to be acceptable for award.
Use brand name or equal descriptions
when the salient characteristics are
firm requirements.

[64 FR 32742, June 17, 1999]

11.105 Items peculiar to one manufac-
turer.

Agency requirements shall not be
written so as to require a particular
brand name, product, or a feature of a
product, peculiar to one manufacturer,
thereby precluding consideration of a
product manufactured by another com-
pany, unless—

(a) The particular brand name, prod-
uct, or feature is essential to the Gov-
ernment’s requirements, and market
research indicates other companies’
similar products, or products lacking
the particular feature, do not meet, or
cannot be modified to meet, the agen-
cy’s minimum needs;

(b) The authority to contract with-
out providing for full and open com-
petition is supported by the required
justifications and approvals (see 6.302–
1); and

(c) The basis for not providing for
maximum practicable competition is
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